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Municipal Market Basket Project

Spring 20006

Over the Fall of 2005, Daniel Baker an intern from Clark University surveyed (45)
communities to ascertain the cost of the provision of various services with the intent of
constructing a series of municipal market baskets. Due to the Shrewsbury’s unique
offering of public power, CATV and internet, costs of providing electric and CATV
service were bundled within the study.

The following market baskets were constructed:

Market Basket #1

This market basket provides the easiest means of comparison since each of the
communities have single family tax bills. The biggest variable among the communities is
the level and quality of services provided via the tax levy.

Market Basket #2

In this market basket, the single family tax bill is join with annualized cstimates for
water, power and CATV services. This market basket provides another means of
comparison since all but one of the communities has thesc services provided either
through municipal, special district or private providers. The biggest qualification
continues to be the variance in the level and quality of services provided.

Market Basket #3

In this market basket, annual trash and bus fees are added to those costs included in
Market Basket #2. At this point, comparisons will become very difficult since some
communities provide no trash services (Northbridge by example) while others may
provide only a transfer station while still others provide curbside collection.

Market Basket #4

In this market basket, annualized sewer expenses are added. Parties will note that many
of the communities surveyed do not provide this service.



Municipal Market Basket

Spring 2006

Market Basket #1 - Tax Bill

Ave
. Residential
Rank Community Tax Bill
(2005)
1 Leicester $2,264.00
2 Fitchburg $2 365.00
3 Oxford $2,519.00
4 Auburn $2,580.00
5 Northbridge $2,581.00
6 Millbury $2,643.00
7 Clinton $2,654.00
8 Bellingham $2,684.00
9 Worcester $2,781.00
10 Leominster $2,801.00
11 Norwood $2,961.00
12 Hudson $3,200.00
13 Sutton $3,208.00
14 Tewksbury $3,343.00
15 Shrewsbury $3,374.00]
16 Milford $3.424.00
17 Billerica $3,449.00
18 Grafton $3,486.00
19 Franklin $3,515.00
20 Holden $3,576.00
21 West Boylston $3,638.00
22 Danvers $3,751.00
23 Marlborough $3,796.00
24 Paxton $3,800.00
25 Foxborough $3,878.00
26 Sterling $3,885.00
27 Millis $4,083.00
28 Upton $4,119.00
29 Framingham $4,129.00
30 Canton $4,147 .00
31 Natick $4,303.00
32 Boylston $4,385.00
33 Chelmsford $4,467.00
34 Walpole $4,499.00
35 Berlin $4,519.00
36 Mansfield $4,533.00
37 Ashland $4,713.00
38 Norfolk $4,859.00
39 Northborough $4,891.00
40 Medway $4,961.00
41 Holliston $5,293.00
42 Westborough $5,922.00
43 Andover $6,009.00
44 Hopkinton $6,015.00
45 Southborough $6,667.00
46  Acton $6,900.00



Municipal Market Basket
Spring 2006

Market Basket #2 - Tax, Water, Power and CATV Bills

Ave
Rank Community Residential Water Bill Power Bill Power Bill CATV CATV Total
Tax Bill (Annual)  (Monthly) (Annual)  (Monthly)  (Annual) (Annual)
(2005)
1 Fitchburg $2,365.00 $296.00 $61.25 $735.00 $36.10 $433.20 $3,829.20
2 Leicester $2,264.00 $390.00 $81.19 $974.28 $44 54 $534.48 $4,162.76
3 Norwood $2,961.00 $316.00 $40.81 $489.72 $36.65 $439.80 $4 206.52
4 Bellingham $2,684.00 $248.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $38.00 $456.00 $4 362.28
5 Auburn $2,580.00 $282.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $47 .19 $566.28 $4.402 .56
6 Leominster $2,801.00 $200.00 $81.19 $974.28 $36.60 $439.20 $4 414 .48
7 Clinton $2.654.00 $216.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.10 $589.20 $4.433 .48
8 Northbridge $2,581.00 $338.00 $81.19 $974.28 $47.93 $575.16 $4.468.44
9 Oxford $2,519.00 $397.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.35 $592.20 $4,482 .48
10 Millbury $2,643.00 $397.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $44.80 $537.60 $4,551.88
11 Shrewsbury $3,374.00 $235.00 $50.90 $610.80 $30.55 $366.60 $4,586.40]
12 Worcester $2,781.00 $286.00 $81.19 $974.28 $45.91 $550.92 $4 592 20
13  Hudson $3,200.00 $267.00 $64.31 $771.72 $40.80 $489.60 $4.728.32
14  Sutton $3,208.00 $305.00 $81.19 $974.28 $44 58 $534.96 $5,022.24
15 Billerica $3,449.00 $184.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $39.15 $469.80 $5,077.08
16 West Boylston $3,638.00 $237.00 $57.21 $686.52 $45.91 $550.92 $5,112.44
17 Milford $3,424.00 $290.00 $81.19 $974.28 $35.40 $424.80 $5,113.08
18 Holden $3,576.00 $264.00 $62.26 $747 12 $47.75 $573.00 $5,160.12
19  Tewksbury $3,343.00 $338.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.72 $596.64 $5,251.92
20  Sterling $3,885.00 $301.00 $58.96 $707.52 $49.10 $589.20 $5,482.72
21 Grafton $3,486.00 $461.00 $81.19 $974.28 $47.29 $567.48 $5,488.76
22 Franklin $3,515.00 $411.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.10 $589.20 $5,489.48
23 Danvers $3,751.00 $361.00 $81.19 $974.28 $38.15 $457.80 $5,544.08
24  Paxton $3,800.00 $380.00 $70.31 $843.72 $47.91 $574.92 $5,598.64
25  Marlborough $3,796.00 $349.00 $81.19 $974.28 $40.40 $484.80 $5,604.08
26  Foxborough $3,878.00 $411.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $36.65 $439.80 $5,703.08
27  Boylston $4,385.00 $255.00 $50.00 $600.00 $48.00 $576.00 $5,816.00
28 Upton $4,119.00 $211.00 $81.19 $974.28 $46.33 $555.96 $5,860.24
29  Mansfield $4,533.00 $382.00 $49.55 $594.60 $36.40 $436.80 $5,946.40
30 Berlin $4,519.00 $0.00 $81.19 $974.28 $37.90 $454.80 $5,948.08
31 Framingham $4,129.00 $326.00 $106.56 $1278.72 $33.15 $397.80 $6,131.52
32 Canton $4,147.00 $314.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40 $436.80 $6,176.52
33 Millis $4,083.00 $392.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $47.10 $565.20 $6,318.92
34  Chelmsford $4,467.00 $286.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.72 $596.64 $6.,323.92
35  Natick $4,303.00 $246.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $41.65 $499.80 $6,327.52
36  Walpole $4,499.00 $420.00 $106.56  $1,278.72 $38.90 $466.80 $6,664.52
37  Northborough $4,891.00 $258.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $47 17 $566.04 $6,689.32
38 Ashland $4,713.00 $310.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.90 $442 .80 $6,744 .52
39 Medway $4,961.00 $264.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $37.40 $448.80 $6,952.52
40  Norfolk $4,859.00 $594.00 $106.56 $1278.72 $38.70 $464 .40 $7,196.12
41 Holliston $5,293.00 $372.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.90 $466.80 $7,410.52
42  Andover $6,009.00 $302.00 $81.19 $974.28 $39.65 $475.80 $7.761.08
43  Westborough $5,922.00 $306.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.13 $589.56 $7,791.84
44  Hopkinton $6,015.00 $214.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40 $436.80 $7,944 .52
45  Southborough $6,667.00 $301.00 $81.19 $974.28 $46 17 $554 .04 $8,496.32
46  Acton $6,900.00 $342.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $40.80 $489.60 $9,010.32



Market Basket #3 - Tax, Water, Power, CATV Bills; Trash and Bus Fees

Municipal Market Basket

Spring 2006

Ave
Rank  Communty  Residential Water Bil Power Bill PowerBil  CATV — CATY TFr";Zh Bus Fee Total
Tax Bill (Annual)  (Monthly) (Annual) (Monthly) (Annual) (Annual) (Annual)
(Annual)
(2005)
1 Fitchburg $2,365.00  $296.00 $61.25 $735.00 $36.10  $433.20 $0.00 $180.00 $4,009.20
2 Leicester $2,264.00  $390.00 $81.19 $974.28 $44.54  $534.48 $0.00 $0.00 $4.162.76
3 Norwood $2,961.00 $316.00 $40.81 $489.72 $36.65  $439.80 $0.00 $200.00 $4,406.52
4 Northbridge $2,581.00  $338.00 $81.19 $974 28 $47.93  $575.16 $0.00 $0.00 $4.468.44
5 Oxford $2,519.00  $397.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $49.35  $592.20 $0.00 $0.00 $4,482.48
6  Auburn $2,580.00 $282.00 $81.19 $974.28 $47.19  $566.28 $96.00 F $0.00 $4,498.56
7 Leominster $2,801.00  $200.00 $81.19 $974.28 $36.60  $439.20 $0.00 $100.00 $4,514.48
8 Millbury $2,643.00  $397.00 $81.19 $974.28 $4480 $537.60 $2500 F $0.00 $4,576.88
9 Bellingham $2,684.00  $248.00 $81.19 $974.28 $38.00 $456.00 $286.00 F $0.00 $4,648.28
10 Clinton $2,654.00 $216.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.10  $589.20 $234.00 B $0.00 $4,667.48
11 Worcester $2,781.00 $286.00 $81.19 $974.28 $45.91 $550.92 $156.00 B $0.00 $4,748.20
12 Shrewsbury $3,374.00 $235.00 $50.90 $610.80 $30.55  $366.60 $0.00 $190.00 $4,776.40]
13 Hudson $3,200.00  $267.00 $64.31 $771.72 $40.80 $489.60 $156.00 B $0.00 $4,884.32
14 Billerica $3,449.00 $184.00 $81.19 $974.28 $39.15  $469.80 $0.00 $0.00 $5,077.08
15 Milford $3,424.00  $290.00 $81.19 $974.28 $35.40  $424.80 $0.00 $0.00 $5,113.08
16 Tewksbury $3,343.00  $338.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.72  $596.64 $0.00 $0.00 $5,251.92
17 West Boylston $3,638.00  $237.00 $57.21 $686.52 $45.91 $550.92 $0.00 $150.00 $5,262.44
18 Sutton $3,208.00  $305.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $44.58  $534.96 3$230.00 F $180.00 $5,432.24
19 Grafton $3,486.00 $461.00 $81.19 $974.28 $47.29  $567.48 $0.00 $0.00 $5,488.76
20 Holden $3,576.00  $264.00 $62.26 $747.12 $47.75  $573.00 $156.00 F $275.00 $5,591.12
21  Marlborough $3,796.00  $349.00 $81.19 $974.28 $40.40  $484.80 $0.00 $0.00 $5,604.08
22 Danvers $3,751.00  $361.00 $81.19 $974.28 $38.15  $457.80 $0.00 $100.00 $5,644.08
23  Sterling $3,885.00  $301.00 $58.96 $707 .52 $49.10  $589.20 $0.00 $275.00 $5,757.72
24 Boylston $4,385.00  $255.00 $50.00 $600.00 $48.00 $576.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,816.00
25 Upton $4,119.00 $211.00 $81.19 $974.28 $46.33  $555.96 $156.00 B $0.00 $6,016.24
26 Franklin $3,5615.00 $411.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.10  $589.20 $240.00 F $300.00 $6,029.48
27 Paxton $3,800.00  $380.00 $70.31 $843.72 $47 .91 $574.92 $159.60 F $275.00 $6,033.24
28 Berlin $4,519.00 $0.00 $81.19 $974.28 $37.90 $454.80 $95.00 F $0.00 $6,043.08
29 Foxborough $3,878.00 $411.00 $81.19 $974.28 $36.65 $439.80 $355.00 B $0.00 $6,058.08
30 Mansfield $4,533.00  $382.00 $49.55  $594.60 $3640  $436.80 $0.00 $150.00 $6,096.40
31  Framingham $4,129.00 $326.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $33.15  $397.80 $0.00 $180.00 $6,311.52
32 Chelmsford $4,467.00  $286.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.72  $596.64 $0.00 $0.00 $6,323.92
33 Canton $4,147.00 $314.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40  $436.80 $0.00 $180.00 $6,356.52
34 Natick $4,303.00 $246.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $4165  $499.80 $273.00 B $150.00 $6,750.52
35 Millis $4,083.00 $392.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $47.10  $565.20 $206.00 B $231.00 $6,755.92
36 Walpole $4,499.00 $420.00 310656 $1,278.72 $38.90  $466.80 $0.00 $250.00 $6,914.52
37 Northborough $4,891.00  $258.00 $81.19 $974.28 $47.17  $566.04 $312.00 B $0.00 $7,001.32
38 Ashland $4,713.00 $310.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.90 $442.80 $215.00 F $180.00 $7,139.52
39 Medway $4,961.00 $264.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $37.40  $448.80 $250.00 F $0.00 $7,202.52
40 Norfolk $4,859.00 $594.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.70  $464.40 $377.60 B $0.00 $7,573.72
41  Westborough $5,922.00  $306.00 $81.19 $974 .28 $49.13  $589.56 $50.00 F $0.00 $7,841.84
42 Holliston $5,293.00 $372.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.90 $466.80 $512.00 B $0.00 $7,922 52
43 Hopkinton $6,015.00 $214.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40  $436.80 $0.00 $100.00 $8,044.52
44  Andover $6,009.00  $302.00 $81.19 $974.28 $39.65 $475.80 $0.00 $300.00 $8,061.08
45 Southborough $6,667.00  $301.00 $81.19 $974.28 $46.17  $554.04 $100.00 F $0.00 $8,596.32
46 Acton $6,900.00 $342.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $40.80  $489.60 $176.00 F $0.00 $9,186.32

F = Flat Trash Fee Annualized
B = Bag Trash Fee Annualized at (3) Bags/week
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Market Basket #4 - Tax, Water, Power, CATV and Sewer Bills; Trash and Bus Fees

F = Flat Trash Fee Annualized
B = Bag Trash Fee Annualized at (3) Bags/week

Ave
Rank  Community Residential Water Bill Power Bill Power Bill CATV CATV  Trash Fee Bus Fee Sewer Bill Total
Tax Bill (Annual)  (Monthly) (Annual) (Monthly) (Annual) (Annual) (Annual)  (Annual) (Annual)
(2005)
1 Fitchburg $2,365.00 $296.00 $61.25 $735.00 $36.10 $433.20 $0.00 $180.00  $133.00 $4,142.20
2 Oxford $2,519.00 $397.00 $81.19  $974.28 $49.35 $592.20 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,482.48
3 Auburn $2,580.00 $282.00 $81.19  $974.28 $47.19  $566.28 $96.00 F $0.00 $152.00 $4,554.56
4  Clinton $2,654.00 $216.00 $81.19  $974.28 $49.10 $589.20 $234.00 B $0.00 $162.00 $4,595 .48
5 Leicester $2,264.00 $390.00 $81.19 - $974.28 $44.54  $534.48 $0.00 $0.00 $460.00 $4.622.76
6 Leominster $2,801.00 $200.00 $81.19 $974.28 $36.60 $439.20 $0.00 $100.00 $176.00 $4,690.48
7  Bellingham $2,684.00 $248.00 $81.19  $974.28 $38.00 $456.00 $286.00 F $0.00 $439.00 $4,801.28
8 Millbury $2,643.00 $397.00 $81.19 $974.28 $44.80 $537.60 $25.00 F $0.00 $257.00 $4,808.88
9  Northbridge $2,581.00 $338.00 $81.19  $974.28 $47.93 $575.16 $0.00 $0.00 $361.00 $4,829.44
10 Worcester $2,781.00 $286.00 $81.19  $974.28 $4591 $550.92 $156.00 B $0.00  $251.00 $4,843.20
11 Norwood $2,961.00 $316.00 $40.81  $489.72 $36.65 $439.80 $0.00 $200.00 $509.00 $4,915.52
| 12 Shrewsbury $3,374.00 $235.00 $50.90 $610.80 $30.55 $366.60 $0.00 $190.00 $171.00 $4,947.40]
13 Hudson $3,200.00 $267.00 $64.31  $771.72 $40.80 $48960 $156.00 B $0.00 $293.00 $5,021.32
14 Billerica $3,449.00 $184 .00 $81.19  $974.28 $39.15  $469.80 $0.00 $0.00 $216.00 $5,293.08
15 Milford $3,424 .00 $290.00 $81.19 $974.28 $35.40 $424.80 $0.00 $0.00 $318.00 $5,431.08
16 Sutton $3,208.00 $305.00 $81.19 $974.28 $44.58 $534.96 $230.00 F $180.00 $278.00 $5,480.24
17 Grafton $3,486.00 $461.00 $81.19  $974.28 $47.29  $567.48 $0.00 $0.00 $158.00 $5,646.76
18 Tewksbury $3,343.00 $338.00 $81.19  $974.28 $49.72  $596.64 $0.00 $0.00 $504.00 $5,755.92
19 Sterling $3,885.00 $301.00 $58.96  $707.52 $49.10 $589.20 $0.00 $275.00 $0.00 $5,757.72
20 Boylston $4,385.00 $255.00 $50.00 $600.00 $48.00 $576.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,816.00
21  Paxton $3,800.00 $380.00 $70.31  $843.72 $47.91 $574.92 $15960 F $275.00 $0.00 $5,873.64
22 West Boylston $3,638.00 $237.00 $57.21 $686.52 $45.91  $550.92 $0.00 $150.00 $642.00 $5,904 .44
23  Marlborough $3.796.00 $349.00 $81.19  $974.28 $40.40 $484.80 $0.00 $0.00 $336.00 $5,940.08
24 Berlin $4,519.00 $0.00 $81.19  $974.28 $37.90 $454.80 $95.00 F $0.00 $0.00 $5,948.08
25 Holden $3,576.00 $264.00 $62.26  $747.12 $47.75 $573.00 $156.00 F $275.00 $584.00 $6,019.12
26 Foxborough $3,878.00 $411.00 $81.19 $974.28 $36.65 $439.80 $355.00 B $0.00 $448.00 $6,151.08
27 Danvers $3,751.00 $361.00 $81.19  $974.28 $38.15  $457.80 $0.00 $100.00 $516.00 $6,160.08
28 Upton $4,119.00 $211.00 $81.19  $974.28 $46.33 $55596 $156.00 B $0.00 $305.00 $6,165.24
29  Franklin $3,515.00 $411.00 $81.19  $974.28 $49.10 $589.20 $24000 F $300.00 $441.00 $6,230.48
30 Mansfield $4,533.00 $382.00 $4955 $594.60 $36.40 $436.80 $0.00 $150.00 $245.00 $6,341.40
31 Chelmsford $4,467 .00 $286.00 $81.19 $974.28 $49.72  $596.64 $0.00 $0.00 $194.00 $6,517.92
32 Framingham $4,129.00 $326.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $33.15  $397.80 $0.00 $180.00 $433.00 $6,744.52
33 Millis $4,083.00 $392.00 $106.56 $1,27872 $47.10 $56520 $206.00 B $231.00  $343.00 $6,892.92
34 Canton $4,147.00 $314.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40 $436.80 $0.00 $180.00 $558.00 $6,914.52
35 Northborough $4,891.00 $258.00 $81.19  $974.28 $47.17 $566.04 $312.00 B $0.00 $325.00 $7,014.32
36 Medway $4,961.00 $264.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $37.40 $44880 $250.00 F $0.00 $138.00 $7,090.52
37 Norfolk $4,859.00 $594.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.70 $464.40 $377.60 B $0.00 $0.00 $7,196.12
38 Natick $4,303.00 $246.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $41.65 $499.80 $273.00 B $150.00  $803.00 $7,280.52
39 Holliston $5,293.00 $372.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.90 $466.80 $512.00 B $0.00 $0.00 $7,410.52
40 Walpole $4,499.00 $420.00  $106.56 $1,278.72 $38.90  $466.80 $0.00 $250.00 $570.00 $7,484.52
41  Ashland $4,713.00 $310.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.90 $44280 $215.00 F $180.00 $800.00 $7,724 52
42  Westhorough $5,922.00 $306.00 $81.19  $974.28 $49.13  $589.56 $50.00 F $0.00 $292.00 $8,083.84
43 Andover $6,009.00 $302.00 $81.19 $974.28 $39.65 $475.80 $0.00 $300.00 $314.00 $8,375.08
44 Southborough $6,667.00 $301.00 $81.19  $974.28 $46.17  $554.04 $100.00 F $0.00 $0.00 $8,496.32
45  Hopkinton $6,015.00 $214.00  $106.56 $1,278.72 $36.40 $436.80 $0.00 $100.00 $482.00 $8,526.52
46  Acton $6,900.00 $342.00 $106.56 $1,278.72 $40.80 $48960 $176.00 F $0.00 $1,080.00 $10,090.32
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